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History lesson – KS2

 The history of SS Freshspring and steamships

History National Curriculum objectives (KS2):

· Pupils should be taught about local history study - a study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is significant in the locality.
· Pupils should be taught about a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066

LO: To understand the history of steam ships
S.C.

I can tell you key facts about the history of SS Freshspring.
I can identify key figures in steam ship history.

I can identify key events in the history of steam ships.

I can record my findings on a timeline.
	Lesson sequence

	Resources required

	Hook:

Show the children a picture of SS Freshspring. How old do you think this ship is (if the children are familiar with the ship, ask what do you remember about the history of SS Freshspring)? What makes you think this? How do you know?
Share with the children a brief history about SS Freshspring using the information on the website: https://www.ssfreshspring.co.uk/about-us/history

	Picture of SS Freshspring

	Main input:

Create a large class timeline of the history of SS Freshspring using the timeline cards. This is fun to do with children standing right the way across the classroom/out in the playground/on the field:

Ask two children to come and hold the first and last timeline cards at opposite ends of the room/playground. Randomly allocate the other timeline cards to children and ask them to stand in the appropriate place in the timeline. Encourage the children to think carefully about the amount of spacing between each event date. 

Take time once the timeline is created to read each card and date to gain a deeper understanding of the history of SS Freshspring.

Explain that the children will next be creating their own timelines showing key events in the history of steam ships. Model researching information about the history of steam ships using the internet (IMPORTANT - remind the children about internet safety). Model putting some key facts onto a timeline. Explain to the children that this timeline can then be built upon as their researching develops.


	Large timeline of SS Freshspring cards


	Task:
Children to work in pairs to research and create a timeline showing key events and key figures in the history of steam ships. Some useful websites:
https://www.britannica.com/technology/ship/The-steamboat
https://www.rmg.co.uk/discover/explore/steam-power
https://www.thoughtco.com/history-of-steamboats-4057901
Challenge: children to carefully consider the spaces they leave between each key event on their timeline. These should be reflective of the amount of time between each event.

	Access to laptops/information sheets about steam ships.


	Plenary:
What do you think ships might look like in the future? How might they be powered?
Children to share ideas as a class first, before sharing in pairs.


	


This lesson could be extended into a series of lessons. Follow up ideas include:
· Children could design a ship of the future, including an explanation of how the ship will be powered (renewable energy sources could be taught here too)
· Children could create a profile/biography/interview of a key figure in steam ship history
The aim of this lesson is for the children to gain an understanding of the history of both SS Freshspring and also steam ships in general. The creation of a large class timeline for SS Freshspring in the classroom (or outside on the playground!) and then an individual timeline showing the history of steamships is a great way to incorporate the historical skill of timelining into the lesson.





This lesson plan can be extended over a number of sessions to ensure the children get the most out of their learning. Ideas for follow-up lessons are also shared at the bottom of the lesson plan.











